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books open up a world of possibilities to 
children at three different levels: 


Levij 2 : RMDlKi. ttK;tri tlt!» 


Ltvri 3 : Rkaoini; aidm 


Tommy and i ii^ friends meet three hungry stray 
tats in the doorway of Petes Pizza. Pete calls them 
"the bsgfjest pests. 1 ' Bn) the hnhies find a way rr» 
change Pete's mind so the eats have what all babies 
and cats need — a loving home! 


I uok for other tfugrats Ready- to- Read Books 
sit your favorite bookstore! 
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By Gail Herman 

Illustrated by Louie Del Carmen 
and James Peters 
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Pizza lime! 

Tommy ami his friends 
looked for the box. 


Hull's how i hry always 
got their pizza in a bn\, 

But it was d i lie 1 1 i m U >i i i | ; 1 1 L 

“We're going mil IVir pizza ! 1 salt! Didi. 





luthies 


[ >kli and Mril \ innl' I In 1 
to Peie's 1 ’iz/.a. 

Three s 1 m y c\-ils wi -i « 1 ii i I lie doorway. 

“Watch out for lliose cats," 

Bidi told die babies, 

“ I hey mlglit scratch,” 

Lil did not think so. 

They looked sad! 

But Betty hurried 
her away. 








Inside, Pete was tossing pizza dough 
high in the ai ip C K ZM ^ mij 
“Did you see those cats?" B 

8 . ~~'T- ~ -r _ i' :i 

: he asked Didi and Betty. V : - ® 
^Someone should take them home. 
They tire the biggest pests araundU 




The biggest pets? 

Lil thought they were kind of small 
The babies watched PeUj* 
toss tfie dough. 

Up and down. 

Up and downjl 

Su dd enlv To m m y whispered, 
"Hey. guys, we have to finifi 
the real pizza — I he kind 
that conies in a box!” 



II 


lummy spinel another room. 

“ I hat must be the place!” he said. 

Didi and Betty were busy, 

“Now s our chance,” said Tommy. 

“Come on!” \ 

'1 don't know, Tommy/' said Chuckle* 
“Anything can be behind that door . . * 
anything!” 

Then Lil and Phil took Chuckle's hands,, 

f / 

and they all sneaked away. 
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Inside the room, Quickie kepL 
his eyes shut. 

But the other babies grinned. 
What a place! 


The moil i Weis InlE id [0111,11 nr", 
md big doughy halls, 

"Come on, Quickie," said tommy. 
'Let's play ball!" 



The babies played catch with the 
dough and the tomatoes. Splat ! 

Flour and bits of tomato flew everywhere 
"Look at this!'' said Phil. 

“Its the stuff we put on Christmas trees.” 
"Let's sprinkle it!" Lil said. 


‘,ii ! 





fust then, Tommy saw 
the stack of pizza boxes. 
“Pizza!” lie yelLec|jjB|j£ — 
But the box was empty — 
all the boxes were empty! 



"No pizza aiiyvvbnc 1 ' said lummy 
Then i In; habit's braid a loud "Mt'ti*!" 
( liuckie jumped, 

“Wh-whal wasdialV” lie asked. 

“It's the big pets!" said Lil. 

"Maybe they want 
to come inside.” 





I low i Mtllll f f II' kll HI". Ill l| h 

Tommy had an idea! 

The babies slacked die boxes 
one by one, 

all the way to Lhe window. 
Tommy climbed up 
and let the cats in. 



i lie cals looked around. 

I hey nibbled on the tomatoes, 
i hey chewed on the doughy balls. 

"Look!” cried LiL " The pets fflj 
i a ling lhe toys!” 



The cats rolled and played and ran 
and jumped with rhe babies* 

“Now let's give the big pets a ride/' 
Tommy said* 

Around and around went the cats. 
Crash! Boom! Bang! 




“This is fun!" said Chuckie, 

" Told you!" said Tommy. 

Now what else could they do? 


i-bi 



Jlisi lluMl, IVli\ I >idi, ,|||(J llcny 
hurried in. 

“Oh, no!" cried Pete. 

"Th6se big pests made a big mess ! 
He was so upset, he 
almost dropped 
his pizza. 



I fit* hii! lies looked ;ii n 
They felt bath 
I liey had helped to make 
j|Sfe big mess, too. 
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' Why, ihey'tv JiihI Inmi'i V, 
live poor ill iug$!" t iud I telly. 

"Mew, meu/, mew — " 
called the cats. 

Q]ie cat licked some tomato sauce 
from the pizza. 

Another pulled at the cheese. 

And one nibbled on the crust* 


I 


Pete smiled. 'Wo]].,:' | U ' wild. 
"The cats are kind of cute . , . 
and they like pizza! 


I guess they can stay here 
where its nice and warm, 
and there's plenty to eat." 



I )kli looked al hri vv.ili h 
U was getting late, 

“Oh dear, 1 ' she said. 

“Can we have the pizza to go?" 

The babies were happy. 

The cats had a home, 

§|ij they would have 
pizza hi a box — 
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